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Lesson Plan
Animals of the African Grasslands reports on the 
different ways that animals living on these 
grasslands find their food and stay safe from 
predators. 

Informative text types:  
Report

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

WorldWise

™

Science Curriculum links

Australia

•	 BS (ACSSUO30) Living things grow, change and have offspring similar to themselves

New Zealand

•	 LW: Explain how living things are suited to their particular habitat and how they respond to 
environmental changes

Key concepts 
•	 Animals of the African grasslands need the plants that live there to survive.

•	 Plant-eating animals eat the plants that grow on the grasslands, and meat-eating  
animals survive by eating other animals.

Content vocabulary 
African, browsers, climate, grasslands, grazers, herds, meat eaters, meat-eating, plant eaters, 
predators, prey, pride, scavengers 

Text features
•	 Chapters with headings and sub-headings

•	 Map, diagram and labelled photographs

•	 Glossary and index

Reading strategy
•	 Synthesising known and new information

Fluent 
reading stage
Levels 23–24



First reading session

Getting started 

Introducing the book

Activate students’ prior knowledge. Ask: What do you know 
about meat-eating and plant-eating animals? Use students’ ideas to 
fill in the first column of a T-chart with the headings: “What 
we know” and “What we have learnt”.

Ask: What do you know about the grassland habitat of Africa? 
What is it like? Have students turn and talk about this with a 
partner. Discuss as a whole group.

Provide each student with a copy of Animals of the African 
Grasslands. Say: This book reports on the animals that live on the 
African grasslands, what they eat and how they get this food. Have 
students browse through the book.

Exploring vocabulary

Ask: What words or phrases might be in this book? Have students 
work with a partner, then share with the group. List the 
words on a chart and invite students to make suggestions 
about what each word means. Where appropriate, have the 
students add a drawing (for example, a picture or a symbol) 
to the words on the chart to make the meaning clear. Discuss 
each word as you list them on the chart. If necessary, introduce 
the content vocabulary and add these words to the list. 

Introducing the reading strategy

Say: As you read, try to use what you already know about the topic to 
help you fully understand the new information you’re reading about. 
Have students browse through the book.

Reading the text 

Have students turn to pages 4 and 5 and read the 
introduction independently. Ask: How would you describe the 
African grasslands?

Have students read chapter 1 independently. Say: As you read, 
remember to use your prior knowledge to connect to new ideas. This 
can help you to understand the text better.

Second reading session

Building understanding 
Ask: What new information do you now know about plant-eating 
animals? Discuss as a whole group and record points in the 
second column on the T-chart started earlier.

Have students read chapter 2 independently.

Ask: What meat-eating animals live on the grasslands in Africa? What 
did you learn about these animals?  

Have students turn and talk to a partner about their ideas.

Final reading session 

Have students read chapter 3 and the conclusion 
independently. Say: As you read, use what you now know about 
animals of the grasslands to help you understand the new information 
in this chapter.

Bringing it all together
Ask: What have you learnt about animals that live on the grasslands 
of Africa? Have students turn and talk with a partner. Invite 
students to share their knowledge. Record their responses by 
adding to the second column of the group T-chart.

Ask: What further information would you like to know about this 
topic? Discuss as a whole group.

Students could complete the Blackline Master about animals 
of the grasslands, and how they survive.

Reflecting on the reading strategy 

With a partner, have students think about what they knew 
before they started reading, and what they now know. Ask: 
How does already knowing about a topic help you as you read? How 
does this help you understand the topic after reading? Invite pairs to 
share their ideas.

Ask: Why is using what you have already seen or heard about a topic a 
good reading strategy? Discuss as a whole group.



Going beyond the book
Speaking and listening

Have students finish these sentences about animals of the 
African grasslands: Before I read the book I thought … After 
reading the book I learnt …

Have students sit in small groups and take turns reading 
their statements to the group. Encourage students to ask 
questions about the statements they hear. When answering, 
encourage students to refer to information in the book.

Vocabulary

Write the words grasslands, meat-eating and secretary birds on a 
chart. Ask: What do all of these words have in common? Discuss 
and draw out that they are all words that are made up of 
two smaller words. Say: These types of words are called compound 
words. Sometimes they are written as one word (grasslands), 
sometimes with a hyphen (meat-eating) and sometimes as two separate 
words (secretary birds). 

Have students work with a partner to browse through the 
book to locate other compound words. Create a group list 
using these words, as well as other words suggested by  
the students.

Visual literacy

Working with a partner, have students draw a scene from 
the African grasslands on a large sheet of paper. Encourage 
them to include examples of animals that are predators, 
scavengers, grazers and browsers. Students could also label 
their drawings.

Have students display their drawings in the classroom. 
Provide time for all students to view the drawings.

Writing
Have students write a report about an animal that lives on 
the African grasslands. Provide the students with a template 
detailing the structure and elements of a report.

detailing the structure and elements of a report. 

Download the template at  
www.WorldWiseReading.com.au/teacherresources

Say: Reread information in the book about the animal you are going 
to write about. Students can also use research skills to find out 
extra information. 

Encourage students to share their ideas with a partner. Say: 
Talk about the animal you are writing about and what information you 
will include.

Use the template to remind the students about the structure 
of a report. Say: Follow the template when you write. Use the first 
paragraph to introduce the animal, then include a range of information 
about it, such as its body features, what it eats, how it gets its food  
and how it stays safe.



Blackline Master: Animals of the African grasslands facts

Name/s: 
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Write points under each heading to show what you know about animals of the  
African grasslands and how they survive.

Animals of the African grasslands

Plant eaters

Grazers PredatorsBrowsers Scavengers

Meat eaters

Developed by  
Eleanor Curtain Publishing

Text: Kerrie Shanahan, Jenny Feely 
Consultants: Linda Hoyt, Lyn Reggett 
Designed by Derek Schneider  
Printed in China through  
Colorcraft Ltd, Hong Kong

© 2020 EC Licensing Pty Ltd. This work is protected by copyright law, and under 
international copyright conventions, applicable in the jurisdictions in which it is 
published. The trademark “Flying Start to Literacy” and Star device is a registered 
trademark of EC Licensing Pty Ltd in Australia and New Zealand. The trademark 
“WorldWise Content-based Learning” and Star device is owned by EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

In addition to certain rights under applicable copyright law to copy parts of this work, 
the purchaser may make copies of those sections of this work displaying the footnote: 
“© 2020 EC Licensing Pty Ltd”, provided that: (a) the number of copies made does not 
exceed the number reasonably required by the purchaser for its teaching purposes;  
(b) those copies are only made by means of photocopying and are not further copied  
or stored or transmitted by any means; (c) those copies are not sold, hired, lent or 
offered for sale, hire or loan; and (d) every copy made clearly shows the footnote 
copyright notice.

All other rights reserved.

Distribution details: 
www.ecpublishing.com.au/contact-us

More information:
www.WorldWiseReading.com.au 
www.ecpublishing.com.au


